
Nancy Haywood ’68HS grew up very familiar with Saint Mary's. Her mother, aunts, sisters, and many cousins attended, and
Bishop Cheshire is her great-grandfather. Her mother would take her to the May Day celebrations each year at Saint Mary's
for her birthday.

Nancy transferred to Saint Mary's for her final two years of high school after being one of 3,300 students at Broughton. "I
wish I could have gone to Saint Mary's in the 9th grade, because it took me out of that competition," says Nancy. "I could just
be me, and that gave me an opportunity to grow."

Nancy fondly remembers her English teacher in particular, Mrs. Pancoast, whose teaching on how to construct a term paper
was something Nancy used later on in her career as a project manager. It was the same process she used to to build project
plans. "I kept coming back to what she said," Nancy explains. "What do you need next, the timeline. It was just wonderful."

At Saint Mary's, Nancy was a member of the Granddaughter's Club and continued to swim with the Raleigh Swimming
Association during her first year at Saint Mary's. She was a day student, and recalls how she and her friends would spend
time playing bridge in the day students room in the basement of Smedes. "We would zip in there between classes to play
bridge," Nancy says. "If you had two classes in Smedes, you could go in there very quickly and play a hand of bridge and
then run into your next class. I still play bridge, and that's where I learned it."

After Saint Mary's, Nancy went to Converse College, because Saint Mary's didn't take Wake County students as boarders at
the time, and she did not want to continue living at home while going to college. She went to Converse for two years and
then transferred to the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where she majored in middle-school education.

"As I was coming along, it was really hard for a woman to get out of the clerical end," Nancy says. "State government was
more open to hiring women." Nancy worked in North Carolina state government for 30 years before retiring. She first
worked in the North Carolina Department of Revenue Personnel Office as an Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
Officer in the Raleigh Office. She then worked as a Revenue Office Assistant, Revenue Officer and Revenue Office Manager
in the Henderson Field Office. She was the seventh female Revenue Officer in North Carolina, and later became the first
female Office Manager in the state.

While in the Henderson Field Office, she was given an opportunity to be the tax specialist on the technical staff. She worked
with the IT staff to update the computer programs to reflect tax law changes. She worked in the IT department for her last
10-12 years, and retired as a Project Manager/Business Analyst.

During her working years, Nancy wasn't able to volunteer as much as she would have liked. "Volunteering is something that
is very important to me, and I think it comes from my mother as she did lots of volunteer work," Nancy says. "She felt it was
an obligation to give back to the community. And I've realized in this pandemic how important it is to me for me to do for
others, because I've had to give all of that up."

Right after she retired, Nancy started volunteering regularly at Saint Saviour's Center, an outreach center that was started
by Christ Church. She then got hired by Christ Church as the Parish Life Coordinator for almost 5 years. "That was the best
job I ever had," says Nancy. "My job was to make people feel welcome. And it was fun trying to find ways to bring people
back in."

Nancy considers herself a volunteer and has been involved with Haywood Hall, the Joel Lane House, the Wake County
Committee of the Colonial Dames, the Friends of the Wake County Library Board, Saint Augustine's University, Meals on
Wheels, Wake Relief, and Saint Mary's School. She is on the alumnae council, and previously served on the Board of Visitors
and Saint Mary's 175th Celebration Gala Committee.

Since retiring, Nancy has also enjoyed travelling with friends. She even managed to squeeze in a trip with four Saint Mary's
alumna to Africa in 2020 prior to the pandemic. Some of her many adventures include skiing in Colorado; hiking in
Montana, Utah, Wyoming and Colorado; cruises of the Baltic Sea and Danube River; and a high-speed train to Moscow from
Saint Petersburg where her tour guide was the former interpreter for Mikhail Gorbachev. She has visited France, Italy,
Croatia, Greece, Austria, Hungary, Australia, New Zealand, Peru, and her favorite, the Galápagos Islands. She hopes that this
summer she'll be able to volunteer during the sea turtle nesting season in Pine Knoll Shores.

"Saint Mary's is so much more relevant today than it's been," says Nancy. "I see what's going on at Saint Mary's and I wish it
had been that way when I was there. I've sat in on a couple of classes, and I've been so impressed with these girls and all
they do."

To current Saint Mary's girls and young alumnae, Nancy says, "Find your passion and go with it. It doesn't have to be in the
working world, it can be in the volunteer world. It's important to remember to help other people. It's important to give, not
just financially, but your time and talents."
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