
Before Saint Mary's School entered their lives, Carrie Coleman '12 and her family were familiar with the boarding school
scene; her father had attended Woodberry Forest School and worked there for decades. Carrie's parents encouraged her to
apply to Saint Mary's with her older sister who was applying as an incoming junior.

"I was very indifferent about it, but I went, and I have a very distinct memory of meeting Emily Smith '01 in lower Smedes,"
says Carrie. "She knew who I was, and she was so nice, and I just remember having this feeling of 'OMG, she's so cool'."

Although her sister left after her junior year, Carrie stayed at Saint Mary's for all four years. "It was just a really great time,"
says Carrie. "I wanted to take advantage as best I could in terms of getting involved and trying to have my hand in as much
as I could while I was there. I feel like I was lucky to have realized that it was going to be a really special time while I was
there as opposed to realizing it later."

As a student, Carrie ran track; played volleyball; was a member of the flute ensemble; held a position on SGA for all 4 years,
including Executive SGA President her senior year; sang with the Ladies in Blue, a student-led acapella group; served as
president of Echo; and was a student ambassador.

Without realizing it at the time, she also started exploring her future career while at Saint Mary's. Carrie, who now owns
her own photography business, got her camera in high school. She started having photoshoots with her friends and helped
a friend take photos for her fashion blog. "Looking back on those pictures, they're so bad, but it was how I started things,"
says Carrie. "It was kind of funny how even in that time I was sort of laying the foundation for what my career would be."

After graduating from Saint Mary's, she went to Johnson & Wales University in Charlotte to pursue a four-year degree in
culinary arts and food service management. But she switched gears to follow her passion for photography. "I just kind of
felt this tug about missing pictures, and when I came home, families would come to me and get photos done," Carrie
explains. "That's kind of how that started. It reached this point where if I was going to go into photography, I might as well
do it now."

Carrie stayed at Johnson & Wales and received her associate's degree before moving back in with her parents in Virginia to
figure out what it would mean to start a business. "There was a lot that I didn't know," Carrie says. "I started my business in
2014, and have just been doing that ever since." 

Most of her business comes from Charlottesville, but she travels back to North Carolina nearly every year for business
thanks to her Saint Mary's connections. "Having those relationships and connections, if you continue to nurture them, will
continue to affect you in the most cool and positive way," Carrie says. Carrie's passion and business comes mostly from
wedding photography, and that is what she hopes to continue to do. 

Even though she's not necessarily using her culinary degree, Carrie's love for food and cooking still play a huge role in her
life. "I love getting people together, and I just love how food is such a universal language," says Carrie. She started a
cookbook club with a friend, and pre-COVID, the members would meet once a month and collaborate to create a menu from
recipes from a chosen cookbook. They'd each make a recipe and come up with a cocktail to have with the meal.  

Because of her Saint Mary's experience, Carrie felt like she had a leg up going into college and life. "Just being away from
home, having written long papers and properly citing them, so many of my college friends just did not understand that,"
Carrie says. "And having the leadership experience and learning how to represent a place well is something I've carried
over into my own business."

Carrie believes the richness from Saint Mary's comes from girls experiencing life away from home, and life with people who
are different than them. "Having this healthy, safe place for girls to learn about who they are, and learn about what it
means to be a woman who has passions and having adults get behind you on those things is so important, and it's so often
not something that girls get," Carrie says. "If I have daughters, I will highly encourage them to go to Saint Mary's just
because I think every girl in those pivotal teenage years needs to have that window of time when they feel independent of
their parents and have the space to explore new things and figure out who they are." 

Carrie encourages current Saint Mary's students to make space to figure out what their passions are. "Don't get so stuck in
the rigidity of this path of high school, to college, to your career, to being a mom," she says. "There's nothing wrong with
that, but I think it's important to have the space to explore the things that don't necessarily seem like they would make you
money, or seem like something that's worth giving more of your time. Give yourself grace when you make mistakes or
when things take longer than expected. And don't forget to mix in some fun in life."
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