
To this day, the trees standing tall and welcoming in the grove sum up what Laura Raynor Martinez ’96HS loves most about
Saint Mary's and why it was the perfect place for her in early adolescence.

Knowing Laura needed more, her biggest advocates did all they could to provide an opportunity for her to grow at Saint
Mary’s. Both her mom, Laura Norris Raynor ’69HS ’71C, and dad continually encouraged her growth, and when it became
clear Laura needed a different environment, her parents knew Saint Mary’s would be the spot.

“I come from a legacy of Saints, and in the 9th grade, my parents recognized I just wasn’t thriving,” says Laura. Her mother
specifically advocated for her even in elementary school whenever she felt Laura wasn’t stimulated and needed more. “My
mother recognized that I needed a different educational environment where I had more stimulating academic
opportunities and could gain more confidence in myself. This change ultimately helped me along on a successful career
path."

Growing up with all boys in the family, Saint Mary’s was a second home for Laura where she had endless sisters, role
models and a built-in family that created new memories for her daily. From a Latin teacher who willfully jumped in a pile
of leaves she and her friends had been piling up to the situational “just in time” learning and mentoring that took place on
the small campus.

“Both my parents were instrumental in making sure I had what I needed to succeed in life, and Saint Mary’s helped me take
my aspirations to the highest level possible without barriers," Laura says.

When Laura in the first grade, she had an injury that lacerated her spleen. Needing to have surgery resulted in a hospital
stay and an unconscious plan began forming for her future.

“I used to get my stuffed animals and do surgery," says Laura. "I had a notebook I’d put their vitals in, and I'd take their
temperatures and make casts out of scotch tape and paper towels. There was a stuffed animal with a zipper that had
puppies, and I used to deliver the puppies. Early on they knew I wanted to do something in science.”

For the longest time, Laura aspired to be a vet, but after shadowing Sarah Vaughan ’96HS's dad, she knew she wanted to be
a doctor. “It was the first experience that confirmed my love for neonatology," says Laura. "It is a lot of detective work
because your patients can’t communicate, which is why I think why I think that veterinarian medicine and neonatology
were so similar to me. Solving a mystery fit with my personality.” And she’s right, the “little things” make big impacts.
“What small acts we can do for infants in the NICU (neonatal intensive care unit) can make a huge impact for them later in
life,” says Laura. "It is delayed gratification but so worth it.”

Today, Laura remains passionate about Saint Mary’s and it is still a very special place for her. “I started at Saint Mary's
during that awkward stage of life that all kids go through when you’re trying to figure out who you are and who you want
to grow up to be," says Laura. "At my co-ed school, there were a lot of distractions, a lot of the teachers were spending most
of the time just keeping order, and when I switched to an all women's school, everyone was really there for similar reasons.
All the girls I was engaging with and meeting wanted to grow. They wanted to learn. I found my sisterhood.”

During her time, Saint Mary’s, much like today, was a feeder from many different schools and finding Saint Mary’s
continues to give girls an opportunity to form a new relationship with learning as each student forms a new idea of what
they are capable of achieving. “Most people I know always talk about college friends as their lifelong friends, but for me, it’s
my Saint Mary's friends," says Laura. "We still keep in touch, even by Zoom during COVID-19 times, even though they are all
over the country. They’re my life-long support system.”

“My hope is that Saint Mary’s is still a safe place like I found there," says Laura. "I didn’t have the close relationships that I
had wanted until I came to Saint Mary's, and that provided me the great support I needed and wanted. On top of that, the
academics were so refreshing, and getting college credits and just having very personable instructors was heads and tails
above other experiences I have had.”

Laura’s advice is to keep learning about yourself and always stay connected to Saint Mary’s. “High school is a wonderful
time to start learning about yourself, always being cognizant about what makes you excited in life and really look at what
you do well," says Laura. "What skills do you have that make you feel good and confident?” Laura believes that once you
really define what you skills you have and what makes you happy, you can make a career out of that and be creative. Saint
Mary’s today is still committed to helping girls discover their voices and talents and a big part of that is identifying mentors
and teachers that can help guide students, but most importantly, finding out who you are will lead you to happiness in life.
"Follow your bliss. If you look around, you can find jobs, careers and lifestyles that make you happy and successful!"
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