
Ann Beland Brooks ’73C came to Saint Mary's by following in the footsteps of her cousin, Candy Currin Taylor
’71HS ’73C, who starting attending Saint Mary's in high school.

"She was a day student at Saint Mary's for her last two years of high school," Ann explains. "I would go and visit
her even though she did not live on campus, so I got a little bit of a feel for the campus while she was there in
high school."

When it came time to look at colleges, Ann's mother encouraged her to attend Saint Mary's.

"She felt I would do much better starting at a smaller college versus a big university," says Ann. "She thought I
would get lost in the shuffle at a big university and be overwhelmed. So I applied to Saint Mary's because my
cousin was there and was going to stay there for her first two years of college."

Ann's fondest memories at Saint Mary's are her friendships and the camaraderie she shared with her
classmates.

"There was something really unique about the bonding and friendships that developed there and flourished,"
says Ann.  "For me, and I tell people all the time, I feel closer to my Saint Mary's friends versus the girls that
were my sorority sisters when I transferred to Carolina."

After graduating from Saint Mary's, Ann attended the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where she
received a Bachelor of Science in Nursing. She worked in clinical nursing for eight years before transitioning
into a successful career in the pharmaceutical industry working in sales and clinical research.  During her 25
year career in the pharmaceutical industry she earned numerous accolades and awards at the district, regional
and national level.

Since retiring, Ann's focus has shifted to volunteering. She's worked with the Make-A-Wish Foundation, the
National Multiple Sclerosis Society, and other organizations through Christ Church in Raleigh.

"I really enjoy volunteering and trying to make contributions to my community and individuals," Ann says.

Her passion for volunteering has combined with her love for Saint Mary's over the past few years. She
currently serves as co-president of the Alumnae Council and is a member of the Heritage Society. She also
served on Saint Mary's 175th Celebration Gala Committee and planning committees for class reunions.

"The reason I'm passionate about Saint Mary's is because I think it offers a very unique opportunity for girls to
get an outstanding education that is tailored to their needs and the way that they learn," says Ann. "It also
provides them a safe place to build confidence. The environment Saint Mary’s creates allows them to explore
their passions so they are better prepared to pursue their dreams and be willing to take chances in their life
journeys.”

To current students, Ann advises, "Embrace your time at Saint Mary's and the many opportunities the school
offers, even if you are uncertain, because the benefits far outweigh the risk." To young alumnae, she
encourages involvement with the school. "Come to your reunions and engage in  other opportunities as time
permits," says Ann. "Participation at Saint Mary's after graduation enhances your connection and strengthens
your bond to the school and the friendships and memories you created as a student.”

For information regarding re-prints of this article, please contact Saint Mary’s School’s
Alumnae and Development Office at development@sms.edu
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